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#AskThicke Backfires Beautifully
By Amanda Teeter L July 1, 2014
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As a young professional just entering the field of social media marketing and a woman, nothing could
be more enjoyable for me than this morning’s Twitter disaster. Watching a PR campaign backfire so
aggressively is a good lesson for me, and watching the world rally against Robin Thicke and his
insensitivity to women’s issues just makes me happy.

Celebrities and corporations often use Twitter Chats with hashtags like #AskThicke to encourage a
conversation with the public, and it can be a great PR move. But what even marketing professionals
cannot seem to grasp no matter how often this same mistake is made is that you shouldn’t encourage
the public to talk about you when the public’s general opinion of you is that you’re a chauvinistic
douchebag.

I know, people say there’s no such thing as bad publicity, and to a certain extent that is true, but when
people are already rebelling against your image in huge numbers, the best way to address that may not
to be with open-ended invitations to rebel more publicly. But what do I know? I’m only an intern and
I work for a company that doesn’t piss people off.

The #AskThicke campaign has seriously backfired today with an overwhelmingly witty and sarcastic
response from those who don’t appreciate the way in which Robin Thicke has, intentionally or
otherwise, supported rape culture and in the years since has failed to correct himself. The responses
have been flooding in since early this morning. @sophiewetton asks “#AskThicke are you incapable
of making songs that don't glamourise rape, objectification and sexual abuse or baby is it in your
nature?”
@Jim_Sheridan tweets “Robin Thicke is getting terrible abuse on the #AskThicke hashtag. Maybe If
he'd dressed less provocative & stayed sober it wouldn't happen?”
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@trialsoflife writes “#askthicke when you "wrote" Blurred Lines did you do a jump and say "wow!
Men and those other objects are going to love this!"?”

A small sample but an accurate representation of the kinds of comments flooding the Twitter Chat this
morning.

Robin Thicke’s most popular song Blurred Lines has caused a lot of stir in the past because of the way
it propagates rape culture and normalizes violence against women. While the lyrics themselves are
strategically elusive, the general message of the song is about the alleged “blurred lines” of consent
when a woman refuses to admit that she wants “it”. The song brings a level of validity to those who
think that it’s okay to ignore a woman’s protests or in any way pursue sex without her consent.

Pop culture both reflects society’s views and contributes to them, and while rape culture was
absolutely a problem before songs like Blurred Lines topped the charts, their existence enforces the
idea that its messages are okay. Sexual violence is still too socially acceptable, and songs like this are
part of the reason for that.

While Thicke has been quoted in the past claiming that the song was actually written about his wife,
stating: 'She's my good girl, and I know she wants it because we've been together for 20 years,” the
song’s lyrics themselves do have violent overtones regardless of his intention upon writing them and he
has failed to properly address the issue, claiming that those offended were simply being “ridiculous.”
I acknowledge the possibility that the song was not meant to propagate rape culture, but since it
clearly does and Thicke has done nothing to combat that or to create a less chauvinistic image for
himself, he deserves every snarky comment coming towards him on Twitter today whether he meant it
or not. Just to play the devil’s advocate and assume that he didn’t mean for his song to be taken that
way, his silence on the topic of sexual violence after being accused of supporting it still classifies him
as a part of the problem. When remaining silent in issues of violence or injustice, especially after your
actions have been accused of contributing to the issue, you’re siding against the victim every time.

Edit: Our point about Thicke refusing to address his critics has been made even further when he
finally addressed the Twitter audience, when he was asked:
"There has been a lot of controversy around your song "Blurred Lines" and new album, "Paula," how
do you respond? #AskThicke"
His reply:
"What controversy? Hahaha #AskThicke"
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Neon Trees at Ballpark Village
By Corie Krisch 1 July 1, 2014

I had the opportunity to see Neon Trees for a second time last week at Ballpark Village. The tickets
were only $10 and the show was 21 and up. Neon Trees had performed in St. Louis for Pointfest back
in May, and I missed it, so, when a friend told me about this show it was a no-brainer. I had to go.
Neon Trees hasn’t hit mainstream music just yet, which is great for fans. Going to their concerts is
incredibly cheap - you get two opening bands plus Neon Trees for ten dollars. That is a great deal,
especially at a new establishment such as Ballpark Village.
They opened with Lessons in Love (All Day, All Night). There was a white curtain blocking the
audience’s view of the stage and neon colored lights flashing on it from behind all during the intro of
the song. As soon as the chorus started the curtain fell and there was Neon Trees. Surprisingly they
only played four older songs (Lesson in Love, Animal, Everybody Talks, 1984). The rest of the songs
(six or so) were off of their new album, Pop Psychology.
The audience was a mixed target. Mainly, what I could see was young adults (20’s- early 30’s). This
was the best audience experience I had. No one was being ignorant or belligerent. Everyone was
enjoying the show and each other’s company, though next to me there was a group of women who
were acting a little obnoxious, more than I was. They seemed to be acting like they were still 21.
For those people who like to consume alcohol during concerts, Ballpark Milage is fairly priced. I had a
Bud Light Lime-a-rita only for $7 and it was the tall can. I am not a fan of margaritas but Lime-a-ritas
are a good substitute. Drinks are defiantly cheaper there than Busch stadium across the street.
This concert was the show where I decided to start a “Concert Insider” series on YouTube. I think it
was a success and I will continue to do this on concerts that I go to! My next one is on July 16th for
Rockstar’s Mayhem Fest, July 26th for Panic! At The Disco and 21 Pilots, and I have not determined
yet but hopefully I will get to go on August 22nd to Jason Aldean and Florida Georgia Line. To get
more of an inside look of a Neon Trees concert watch my video.
Here is the link to the video: https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=-sM91 sbt40g
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Sleep Is For The Weak
By Erica Lee ; July 1, 2014

I swore my all-nighter days were over when I hit twenty and it became a struggle to stay up past
10pm. I scoffed at people who tried to get me to go out late nights and party. Yeah, I’m the resident
grandma of my group of friends. But three years later I’m proud to say I rallied and survived my first
all-nighter in St. Louis!
On Friday, the 20th of June, a brave troupe of Improvisers accomplished this feat by staying up from
8pm to 8am the next morning. Not only were they staying up for twelve hours, but also many were
part of teams enthusiastically performing Improv at assigned intervals throughout the night. Improv
Comedy is an art form that focuses on creating never-before-seen and never-to-be-seen again scenes
on the spot.
Put on by the Compass Improv Organization, a non-for-profit company that promotes improvisational
arts and gives back to the community, this event featured shows featuring artists ranging from
experienced performers to debut teams. Urban Chestnut Brewery Company were generous enough to
provide free beer from dusk to dawn.
The teams included Ladies Night, a group of experienced improvisers who came together to play on
stage in only their underwear and under hilarious sexy aliases. Watching them put on serious scenes in
barely any clothes was the highlight of the night. Left Hand Blue, a team comprising of veterans and
students of the Improv Shop played with an innovative form. The people on stage would stand and
play on a Twister mat while carrying out scene as per normal. The contrast of the scenes versus the
awkward positions team members had to be in made for a great show!
I had the honor of being part of Nefarious Baker during a 4am set for our debut show. It was a rush of
adrenaline (partially from being completely exhausted), and a whole lot of fun. We came up with
scene ranging from a Mario Kart competition to a woman and her brother talking to trees. It was a
blast! At 6am, everyone in attendance ushered in the sunrise with The Circle of Life from the Lion
King. All in all, Compass Improv put on a successful, fun filled, all Improv all-nighter that will happen
again next summer. I definitely slept for a week straight after that, but it was well worth it!
Compass Improv hosts more community events like Open Court Jams on the third Wednesday of
every month at The Heavy Anchor, and The Compass Improv Festival that has been happening since
2012. These events are great ways for aspiring improvisers and veterans alike to get practice, meet
new people, and have a blast doing what they love. Come join in the fun and be part of the Improv
community today!
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For more info on Compass Improv, visit https://www.facebook.com/compassimprov/info
The Improv Shop (http://www.theimprovshop.com') debuts a new show Storyteller this Saturday, July
5th 2014, with guest performer Laura Hall. Laura Hall has played and improvised music on the TV
show Whose Line is it Anyway? since its beginning and will be performing with the talented
improvisers of The Improv Shop.
Doors open at 7:30 pm; entry only $5.
The Improv Shop is located at 510 N Euclid in the Central West End.
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Superman Vs. Batman Vs. Captain America

Recently announced, Captain America 3 and Batman vs. Superman are set be released to theaters on
the same day, May 6th, 2016, though, that can still change. We will see who, if anyone changes the
date first, Marvel or DC. It is a possibility that there will be two major superhero movies in theaters on
the same day. This will be the first time for this to happen and it will be chaotic.
I have been excited for both films. Superman and Captain America are two of my favorite
superheroes. I found out about Batman vs. Superman a few months after Man of Steel came out. This
will be different and exciting. I wondered what it would be like if two superheroes faced off. I like
Captain America because he is originally from a time period that interests me a lot. I also think that it
is cool that his body was frozen for so long and able to live in current times. Batman vs. Superman and
Captain America 3 will be the top two movies I am looking forward to in 2016.
Neither movie has releaseed its plot yet, so I can’t give you much insight but, whatever it is, it will be
good. Marvel and DC are good at staying true to the comics, with action packed scenes, great special
and sound effects and keeping our attentions.
Now, could this start a huge rivalry between Marvel and DC fans? I think it could start a little one. If
the Avengers was coming out the same day as a Justice League movie then that would be HUGE. If
this same day release actually plays out, my plan is to buy tickets for one after the other. Which I can
see other fans doing as well.
This probably isn’t good news for people who actually work at the movie theaters. I’m sure they know
what to expect at new releases, more specifically superhero releases. I’m sure there is a difference.
Either way they will have to stand their ground for the crazy fans of the three superheroes that are
hitting the big screen.
Are you going to see both films on release day, just one, or wait until all the hype settles down a little
bit? Tell us your thoughts.
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What to Watch Wednesday!: Hitman Hart
By Tim Lehmann ' July 2, 2014

Most wrestling fans that followed the WWE, formally known as World Wrestling Federation (WWF),
from 1979-2002 know about the famous “Montreal Screw job”. That was when Bret “Hitman” Hart
wrestled Shawn Michaels to defend the WWF championship in Hart’s hometown. The match ended
differently than planned. Bret was supposed to win that night and the next night drop the belt to
Shawn, but Vmce McMahon, owner of the WWF, told the referee to ring the bell early, making Shawn
win at the wrong time in the match. This documentary shows a whole year before the “Montreal
Screw Job.”
Bret goes into great detail about how he ended up in the wrestling industry and what his character
stands for. Before wrestling, Bret stated that he wanted to study film, but his family’s wrestling
company needed an extra guy and Bret filled in. Bret’s father Stu Hart owned a small wrestling
company in Canada and trains wrestlers in the Hart dungeon. Bret’s wrestling character is about
sticking up for himself and is more family friendly than some of the wrestlers from the roster are.There
is more than enough behind the scenes footage. A neat thing to see on here is a match being planned
out with the legend Pat Patterson.
During the year, Bret is offered a deal with another wrestling company called World Championship
Wrestling (WCW), which is competing with the WWF. We do get to see the fallout of this historic
event in professional wrestling and the night after.
Most wrestling fans would enjoy watching this, even if you are a casual fan of the sport you won’t get
lost at all with explanations of the terms and what is going on. To me, it was neat to see someone else’s
view of this event because I had only heard one side of the story. You can catch this on Netflix.
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What to Watch Wednesday!: Munger Road
By Corie Krisch J July 2, 2014

I came across the film Munger Road on Netflix. The title made me curious and I could tell that it was a
horror film. Originally I thought that this was going to be a dumb B-rated horror. I would soon find out
that there were parts of this movie that hit home and I just couldn’t stop watching.
It’s the night of the annual Scarecrow festival in St. Charles, Illinois. Instead of doing carnival rides
and games, four teenagers decide to take a trip, without telling anyone, to Munger Road at 11pm to see
if the stories are true. They stop on the train tracks and the two boys; Corey and Scott put baby
powder on the back bumper. While they record, the car moves off the tracks, and when they get out
they see hand prints in the baby powder. They didn’t see who left them, but the video recorder did.
The teens were about to find out exactly what they were dealing with: a serial killer who just escaped
prison. Where else would he go than to the place where he first started? Meanwhile the town’s deputy
and chief realized that the teens have been missing for a couple hours and no one knew what they
were up too. The chief had a gut feeling that they were in danger and that the escaped prisoner was
out to get them.
For those that don’t know me, I am from Illinois. I grew up not too far from St. Charles. I actually
remember going to festivals there and a lot of the scenes in the movie are familiar to me. I have been
there multiple times and that’s an understatement. Now, after seeing this movie I may reconsider going
back. This film is inspired by true events. I am not sure of what details are actually true but it’s freaky.
It freaked me out. There is a good chance that I have been on “Munger Road” but luckily there wasn’t
a serial killer chasing after me.
After I watched the movie, I texted my friend because I knew that he worked in that town. I told him I
watched the movie, so I asked, “Is this shit real?” I was freaked out and really curious. I wanted to do
some investigation and figure things out. He told me that parts of Munger Road are actually blocked
off, where the alleged incidents happened.
I would recommend this movie, especially if you like movies about serial killers, or just horror in
general. The acting is good and the plot is solid. Watching this (like any horror movie) at night is best.
I watched this during the day, too, and I wasn’t as freaked out. So, if you like the adrenaline, nighttime
watching is a must. Is there a true events horror movie that takes place in your hometown or nearby?
We want to hear about it! Tweet to us @GriffinRoar!

1 of 1

9/4/2014 10:58 AM

Fontbanner - What to Watch Wednesday!: The Devil’s Carnival

http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/what_to_...

What to Watch Wednesday!: The Devil’s
Carnival
By Amanda Teeter ' July 2, 2014

YOU CAN T HELP BUT FALL

THE

CAJWVAL

The Devil’s Carnival 2 is finally in pre-production after a wait that seemed to take forever. The
Devil’s Carnival (2012) received mixed reviews due to its blatant clifihanger ending and its length,
running at just under an hour long. Those of us who enjoyed it anticipated a sequel, and we were
promised one. Creators Darren Bousman (Saw II, Repo! The Genetic Opera) and Terrance Zdunich
{Repo! The Genetic Opera) promised that the sequel would be more exciting, containing more
Repo-style gore and a bleaker, more brutal setting - Heaven. But alas, their website sat nearly
abandoned. A teaser trailer for the film was released and in addition to the “Enter Hell” option on the
site, an “Ascend into Heaven” option was added but then, nothing. I must have clicked that button
every two weeks, but when I do it still promises weakly “Coming Soon”

Bousman announced in his blog last week, however, that TDC2 was finally in pre-production and
those of us who had given up hope were forced to admit that we had been lovingly impatient with the
film and acknowledge that our decades-long wait has actually only lasted two years.

It was easy for us to get impatient, though. After the duo’s first collaboration, Repo! The Genetic
Opera, developed an obsessive cult following, The Devil’s Carnival promised to be the follow-up we
had all hoped for - a new horrific rock opera starring much of the same cast, including Zdunich himself
as the devil. It held up, with an interesting premise, a creative spin on the familiar concept of Hell, and

1 of 3

9/4/2014 10:57 AM

Fontbanner - What to Watch Wednesday!: The Devil’s Carnival

http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/what_to_...

great performances and music as to be expected from those who brought us the likes of “Zydrate
Anatomy” and “We Started This Opera Sh*t”. But with a surprising lack of explicit gore, its short run
time, and its dissatisfying ending, TDC ended up feeling more like a very long teaser. But in a very
good way that kept us on edge waiting for more these past two years.

The Devil’s Carnival portrays Hell as a carnival (in case you couldn't discern that part on your own).
Its inhabitants become stuck in an eternal cycle of performances which force them to relive their
greatest sin again and again. These sins are not based on any religious text or interpretation, however They’re based on Aesop’s Fables, as are the performances and songs that accompany their stories.

In the film, three lost souls end up in Hell at the same time - A woman who is killed running from the
police after stealing, a young girl who is killed by an angry boyfriend who she had foolishly chosen to
trust, and a mourning father who slit his own wrists after his son’s death. The devil reads aloud from
his book of fables while the three become a part of their surroundings. The first woman continues to
be seduced by jewels and treasures, her greed still her downfall even in Hell. As her story progresses
he reads the tale of "The Dog and Her Reflection", the story of a dog with a mouth full of pennies who
sees her reflection in the water and becomes so overcome with desire to have the treasure her
reflection carried, too, that she follows it into the water and drowns. The story is reflected in the song
“A Penny For A Tale” performed by a character named Hobo Clown (Five Finger Death Punch’s Ivan
Moody).

The other girl continues to trust easily despite having been burned before, continues to believe that she
can change men because she is special. She becomes trapped in the tale of "The Scorpion and the
Frog", where the frog grows to believe that the scorpion would never harm her despite his nature, puts
her trust in him, and is stung. The song “Prick! Goes The Scorpion’s Tale” performed by Emilie
Autumn as The Painted Doll is wonderful and catchy in a really unique way, I listen to it all the time.

The third storyline is a contrast to the others because the grieving father does not allow himself to be
consumed by Hell because he is still obsessed with his son and angry with the devil for taking him
away. The devil’s plans for him, though, are much different than the others. He reminds the man that
the devil is “not in the business of killing innocent children, that’s God’s jurisdiction.”

I think it’s a really interesting premise, and I love the idea of using Aesop’s Fables as a moral code.
The settings and costumes are beautiful, the music is wonderful, and the performances are great, each
actor with the showmanship of a true circus performer. The physical horror element was a bit lacking
in comparison to Repo, but psychologically it was still present, and if the teaser trailer for episode 2 is
any indication, which depicts Tech N9ne as The Librarian cutting out an angel’s tongue, the gore
factor will be back in the new installment.
Now that you hopefully won’t have too long to wait before the new episode comes out, I encourage
you to go fall in love with The Devil’s Carnival while we wait for its sequel. You can find it on
Netflix, but I highly recommend the DVD combo pack with the Extended Soundtrack that can be
found on their website, because it’s not very expensive and you’ll want to keep the songs with you. I
know because my soundtrack got stolen and my life has been a little more hollow since it was and I
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need to buy a new one. But hopefully the thief enjoys it as much as I did and becomes a hardcore
Devil’s Carnival fanatic. Hopefully you do, too.
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Voices Have Power
By Brooke Angel 1 July 9, 2014

#VoicesHavePower is the latest movement to sweep across Twitter.
The hashtag campaign was created by Verizon Wireless as part of its HopeLine phone recycling
program, which uses refurbished and recycled cell phones and services to help victims of domestic
violence. The hashtag is a part of its "Because Voices Have Power" project.
Experts say the first thing a victim loses is his or her voice. That’s why this movement is important.
We—the online community—are giving these men and women their voices back by assuring them
they are important, worthy and valued.
And Hopeline isn’t stopping there. For every message shared, they are donating $3 to support dating
and domestic abuse prevention efforts.
Here are the ways a message of hope can be shared:
1. On your favorite social network, share a message of hope with the hashtag #VoicesHavePower
2. On your phone, text a message of hope to #94079
3. On voiceshavepower.com, write or select a previously generated message of hope
The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence says sixty percent of domestic violence cases go
unreported. Domestic violence victims are often isolated—they are embarrassed and scared to go the
police.
And going to the police hasn’t proven to be the most effective option. According to the NCDAV,
approximately half of the protective orders obtained by women were violated, and more than
two-thirds of the restraining orders against intimate partners who raped or stalked the victim were
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violated.
So what can we do?
We can remind these men and women that they are not alone. Our voices - our tweets - can break
down the walls of isolation, wipe away their shame and remind them there is hope.
So far, Hopeline has raised $4,311. Let’s make this number grow.
Our #VoicesHavePower.
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Watching Without My “Jiminy Cricket”
By Matt Reed ' July 11, 2014
I recently had a discussion with a fellow comic book enthusiast about the necessity of reading a book
before the movie comes out. When I do that, I tend to have this comic book version of Jiminy Cricket
in my head telling me every single mistake a movie makes when they try to put a book on the big
screen, so I have been pondering whether or not it is absolutely necessary, after all. Christian Bale
Batman is better than no Batman.
This conversation, however, is predicated not by Batman but by the release of the new Guardians of
the Galaxy movie coming out in August. A film that I am crazy pumped for, but I’m thinking I don’t
want to have read all things Guardians by the time the movie comes out. My friend, who I will call
Victor, respectfully disagrees. Vic wants to have read everything he can before the movie comes out
for some very good reasons. First, he would like to know the characters as best as he can so that he
can see how well Marvel Studios portrays the characters. Second, he would like to be able to not only
catch but understand all the Easter eggs and references to the comics/other characters that Marvel
Studios has become known for. The third and final reason would be that it gives him a good deadline to
finish catching up on books that he has been wanting to read for a while now, but keeps putting down
half way through to read another tale of spandex and onomatopoeia.
I have found, over the last few years that I always enjoy a movie and book more when I read the book
after seeing the movie. When I read a book and go see the movie I almost always hate the movie. It’s
as if some sort of law exists that I turn into that guy who says “the movie was garbage, you should
read the book.” But in reverse it doesn’t work the same way. I tend to be more lenient on a movie
because I know that usually the filmmakers can’t fit the entirety of the book into a two and a half hour
movie. So what I want to do is read some of the books, so I can get to know the characters, so I can
get the references made, and I can know if the characters are portrayed right but when I go back and
read the comics in full, I can get so much more the second time around and I can watch the movie
without my comic book version of Jiminy Cricket telling me every single time the filmmakers leave
something out or make an artistic change to the story, because I’ll know that it is probably better for
the film version - which is another interpretation of a great comic or book, not its replacement.
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How to Flirt with Bookish Girls
By Amanda Teeter 1 July 16, 2014

The dating scene is not fun. Least of all for the type of girl who knows that there is never going to be
a man at any bar, on any website, or at any party who will ever satisfy her emotional needs quite as
thoroughly as Shakespeare, Tolkien, or George Martin. There’s a kind of girl out there who would
usually rather be reading than talking to you, and when you guys find her you often solidify that
preference. I have a few pointers for how you can refrain from offending “the bookish girl.”
1: Identifying the Bookish Girl.
Though bookish types don’t always look like “geeks” or sit by themselves in the comer sipping Earl
Grey when their friends are getting drunk, this part is not difficult. If you’re the kind of guy who
prefers reality TV to a good adventure story, we don’t want to waste our time with you any more than
you want to with us. We will find a way to work books into the conversation some time during our
first interaction and, when we do, your reaction says everything we need to know.
In an era when most people don’t read anything that doesn’t link directly from their Facebook feeds, if
the girl you’re flirting with mentions a book within the first half hour of conversation, odds are you’ve
identified a bookish girl. You don’t have to panic. I can help you through this if you think you can
handle this 868-word article. You gonna be okay? Well, let’s try and you can take a break when you
need to.
2: What not to do.
If you have any genuine interest in getting this girl’s number, there are a few things you must
remember not to do.

A. “Oh, I don’t read” or worse “I don’t like to read.”
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I’m not saying you should lie or in any way imply that you do read, but think about the tone of this. If
a girl came up to talk to you and asked what your favorite food was, and you said it was bacon and she
turned up her nose and said “Oh, I don’t eat meat.” Doesn’t the desire to continue that conversation
diminish a lot? You didn’t ask for her opinion, she just walked up and judged you by the things you
love! Maybe you love vegetarians, maybe your mom’s a vegetarian, maybe a pig shot your
grandfather and the only bacon you’ve ever had was from the flesh of the killer and it was such sweet,
greasy revenge that you’re still savoring the taste of it years later. She doesn’t know your life.
You may not agree with her choices or she with yours, but take interest in the book she’s reading until
she asks you for your opinion. Then you can tell her that reading just isn’t your thing. Much less
aggressive.

B. Don’t pick a smart-sounding book and pretend you’ve read it.
An actual guy’s actual response upon finding out that I was an English major.
“My favorite book is Heart of Darkness.”
“Really? I always found Marlowe really interesting.”
“I’ve never read anything by Marlowe.”
“Marlowe is the narrator of Heart of Darkness.”
“No, his name is Conrad or something.”
“No, that’s the author. Marlowe is the narrator.”
“Oh, I thought it was just Conrad.”
“How can you forget Marlowe if Heart of Darkness is your favorite book?”
“Well, I read parts of it.”
Annnd, why are you talking to me?

C. Don’t compare it to the movie.
This is to save your own time: Whenever you compare a book you haven’t read to the film adaptation,
you’re just setting yourself up for a long speech you don’t want to hear. Watching the film instead of
reading the book is like smoking crack instead of doing your homework to us.

D. Don’t assume she’s reading something girly or stupid.
“That’s a big book, is it Twilight or something?”
“No. It’s a very interesting look at the human condition. This guy’s a vapid sex addict, but he also
might be Jesus, we’re not sure yet.”
Translation: Leave me alone, my book is more edgy than you’ll ever be.

3. How you can avoid screwing up.

Based on my list above, it may be even easier to screw up than you thought it was. Never fear, I have
a few tips to help you avoid screwing up.

A. Let her talk about the book she’s reading.
I’m not even saying you really have to listen; she doesn’t care what you think anyway.

B. Act like reading is a valid pastime.
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Because it is. When she says she likes to read, don’t say “No, what do you do for fun?”

C. If you dare, read at least one actual book.
It doesn’t even have to be a hard book. I gave a guy my number once because we spent two hours
talking about The Hunger Games - a great book, but incredibly easy to read.

And there you have it, your comprehensive guide for not being an asshole to bookish girls! I know,
you totally didn’t make it this far, but thanks for skimming.
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What to Watch Wednesday: How to Train Your
Dragon 2
By Amanda Teeter L July 18, 2014

Sequels are terrible, almost as a rule, and cartoon sequels might very well be the worst kind.
Remember the sequel to Pocahontas'? Muían? Cinderella? No? Lucky you. These films often seem
targeted at a much younger audience than their predecessors, with less sophisticated humor and little
to no character development. In some cases, the characters we loved in the first movie don’t even
seem to have similar personalities in the second.
This time, though, DreamWorks seems to have found the perfect formula. The sequel to their 2010
instant classic How to Train Your Dragon may not have beat out 22 Jump Street at the box office as
anticipated, but How to Train Your Dragon 2 was a near flawless second chapter to the beloved
cartoon.
In the original 2010 film, Hiccup is a weak, lanky fifteen-year-old boy growing up in a land of Vikings
where a man’s social status depends entirely on his ability to slay dragons. Hiccup is physically
inferior to his peers but much more creative, a budding inventor, and is determined to prove himself by
killing a rare dragon called the Night Fury. After shooting the dragon down and leaving him unable to
fly, however, he finds that it’s actually a gentle creature with the capacity to be loyal and affectionate.
Hiccup befriends the dragon who he names Toothless (due to its ability to retract its teeth) and invents
a false tail that allows him to take flight as long as Hiccup remains on his back. He spends the film
learning to be true to himself and convincing his town to stop the violence against the fearsome but
benevolent creatures.
Of course, Hiccup has a love interest in the first film who is a tough dragon-slayer-in-training named
Astrid. Though it takes time for her to warm up to Hiccup, she eventually becomes the first to be
convinced of Toothless’ gentle nature, and Hiccup’s cause. They share a bashful and innocent kiss,
but not much more.
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In the sequel, which takes place five years later, the characters are even more developed than they
were at the end of the first film. Astrid is tough and physically skilled as ever and has adopted a pet
dragon of her own. While she flies through the air in the opening sequence while winning a so-called
“dragon race,” Hiccup’s father shouts after her with pride, saying “That’s my future daughter-in-law!”
confirming the hopes of every little girl in the audience (and mine.) But for the first several minutes
of the film, Hiccup and Toothless are nowhere to be found.
When the film finally returns to them, Hiccup is exploring, flying past the borders of his secluded land
to draw a much-needed map of the surrounding area. While his features are hidden by a complex
dragon-riding suit, we know it must be him as soon as we see Toothless, and we can see that Hiccup
has not forgotten his lesson about being true to his own passions. New inventions allow Toothless to
fly without Hiccup’s aid, and Hiccup’s specially-designed suit allows him to glide on the air like a large
flying squirrel if he jumps off Toothless’ back from a substantial height. Hiccup’s confidence in his
inventions is immediate confirmation that life has been better for him since the end of the first movie.
And then he removes his helmet, and it’s confirmed even more thoroughly. All traces of the awkward
fifteen-year-old are gone and Hiccup’s features are now complemented by a chiseled jaw coated with
stubble and a handsome smirk. Caught off-guard from expecting the character I knew from my many
viewings of the first film, I was forced to admit to being extremely inexplicably attracted to him.
The film portrays his relationship with Astrid beautifully, and this is an area of interest of mine. I have
a fascination with the portrayal of women in cartoons, especially their relationships with strong male
leads and, more often than not, the women take on a very submissive role. I imagine what kind of
female heroes the daughter I might have someday will have to look up to. But Hiccup in this film is a
Prince Charming figure I’d be proud to have my daughter swooning after, and Astrid is a female lead
I’d be proud to have her strive to be. Astrid is welcome to join Hiccup on his adventures, and even in
dangerous terrain and deadly situations, he never doubts her capabilities and she never disappoints
him. Their romance is full of teasing and laughter, and their partnership is respectful and very
reasonably protective. He kisses her cheek before each time they part and at one point, Hiccup asks
her to “stay close” on a perilous mission, but never does he let his concern impede her ability to fight
and explore.
The plot of the second film concerns an evil man named Drago Bludvist who wants to steal all the
dragons for his dragon army. Drago is controlling and abusive to his dragons, and Hiccup is
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determined to stop the violence and to prove to Drago that a dragon’s loyalty is more powerful than its
fear. On the way, Hiccup meets his estranged mother who he had thought dead all his life, and finds
that she had made her home among the dragons as well. They team up, along with Hiccup's viking
friends, to fight Drago and his army.
The animation is incredible, with new kinds of dragons, intricate landscapes, and, most of all, epic
seaside battles between thousands of dragons and one really freaking huge one. The battle scenes are
truly a spectacle and even the most avid cartoon haters would have to admit that it looked pretty damn
cool.
I feel like the film was a complete success, because it had a strong enough plot that if it were a
stand-alone movie, it would still be great. It stays true to the world created by the first one, and the
characters we love are true to themselves, but it doesn’t rely on a thorough knowledge of the first
film. Even if you’d never seen the first one, you could fall in love with the characters before you were
ten minutes in. Plus, the element of romance in the second film is much more prevalent, bringing
another layer of depth to the story. The kiss that Hiccup and Astrid share in the end of this one is, still
cartoon-friendly of course, but far from bashful and innocent.

I’m fangirling really hard inside.
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Our Own ‘Next Great Baker’
By Tim Lehmann ; July 22, 2014

Buddy Valastro, better known as “The Cake Boss”, is well known for his TV shows on the TLC
network. His current show, Next Great Baker, has teams of two competing to run one of his shops in
Las Vegas. This season has a team from St. Louis, and one of its members graduated from Fontbonne.
Lia Weber earned her Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Fontbonne in 2012, and
since has shown her amazing skills on the show, decorating cakes with teammate A1 Watson. The show
depicts teams competing in different types of challenges to show what it is like working in the cake
industry.

The challenges are creative and it is amazing to see what the teams come up with. The first challenge
was to make something representing the teams’ hometowns. A1 and Lia made a gooey butter cake that
the judges loved. It was topped with pieces of pecan and powdered sugar. The next challenge was to
go to a selected place in New York and complete the task to get instructions for the cake. Lia and A1
went to the soup restaurant from Seinfeld. Their cake had an apartment type of building as the base,
which had windows, along with the names of the two buildings in Chinese lettering. A1 and Lia have
been doing so well that they are one of the top teams on the show so far.
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This is a pretty awesome show, and I would recommend it to my friends. It comes on the TLC
Network on Tuesdays at 8pm.
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Mr. Grey Will See You Now
By Corie Krisch ¿ July 24, 2014

Fifty Shades of Grey by E. L. James was published on May 25th, 2011 and soon after became a huge
phenomenon. I picked up my copy when it was available and loved it. For me to like a book is
something that doesn’t happen often, I am more of a movie person. This will be the first book of a
series that I finished before the movie is out. The first trailer for the movie is officially released today
and the movie is to be released on Valentine’s Day 2015.
Towards the end of the book, I started to think about what a movie would be like. This book has a lot
adult content that if turned into a movie it might as well be a pornographic film, but that wont be the
case. When I found out that Focus Feature was going through with the production, I questioned what
the rating will be and how true it will be to the book.My original opinion (before watching the trailer)
was that Fifty Shades shouldn’t be made into a film. It’s about sex, so, obviously it would get killer
reviews because our current culture glamorizes sex so much. There isn’t a rating yet for the film, but I
think it is safe to assume that it will be rated R, or a whole new rating.
During pre-production the ultimate question was, who is going to play Anastasia Steele and Mr. Grey?
Different rumors were being named left and right. None of the “possibilities” seemed like they would
make sense to me. I always thought that Anastasia and Mr. Grey were so distinct characters it was
hard to picture what they actually looked like. I loved that. It added more mystery to their relationship.
Now, that I have seen the trailer, it has huge potential to be a good movie. The scenes that were shown
seemed to be true to the book. That doesn’t mean that the whole movie will be the same, but I hope it
is. I think the actors seem a little off. I wouldn’t have pictured Mr. Grey as Jamie Doman. Dakota
Johnson plays Anastasia and it seems to be a better fit compared to Doman as Mr. Grey. All of the
actors, including the two main ones, are people I have never heard of. I think that is really interesting,
usually there are a few well-known actors in a movie. I trust that the director chose talented people,
hopefully. If the movie isn’t true to the book I will be disappointed. I guess I will find out on February
14th, 2015.
Until then, enjoy the trailer. Laters, baby.
https://www. youtube.conVwatch?v=z4nJX8snP4s
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“Do What You Want With My Body”
By Erica Lee ‘ July 28, 2014

I am driving aimlessly down Highway 44 (because I love driving a little too much, and it is one of my
more expensive stress-relief methods) with my iPod on shuffle and Do What U Want by Lady Gaga
comes on. Of course, being alone in the car means I can belt out pop songs in my full volume and not
worry about being kicked out of society for disturbing the peace, and it also means my mind is free to
come up with the most random associations to songs I listen to.
As a twenty-three-year-old Psychology Major, Senior in college, and self-proclaimed guru on how not
to be in a relationship, I was inspired to consider how not allowing people to “do what you want” with
your body, mind, heart etc. is part of healthy self-love. In light of a recent breakup, I’ve been on a roll
with existential questioning and more in-my-head pep talks than usual. The chorus of the above Lady
Gaga song stuck with me all week, like gum sticks to ratty hair and refuses to loosen it’s hold no matter
how hard you tug. It wasn’t until I started writing this article that it finally left my head. So thank you
for the inspiration, Lady Gaga.
There has been a recent influx of articles all over the Internet about taking care of your heart and what
self-love can do for your overall well-being. These are not new ideas, but in times where life becomes
too fast-paced due to the wonders of technology and many of us forget how to be still, being reminded
to listen to what your heart needs is vital. In my opinion, emotional well-being for men and women
alike, takes precedence as it affects all areas of life.
A Harvard School of Public Health research article from 2011 finds correlations between a positive
state of mind and better state of health. Laura Kubzansky, associate professor at Harvard and a
forerunner of research on the positive state of mind and its impact on physical health believes that
instilling “emotional and social competence in children... would help confer not only good mental
health but also physical resilience for a lifetime.” She goes on to warn society that it is not simply a
one-step method and that staying positive and working towards a less stressful life despite predisposed
living circumstances is a work-in-progress for each individual. We are cautioned not to buy into a
one-size-fit-all theory and to find out what personally helps us be at our most healthy emotional state.
The happier your heart, the better you feel physically, so start looking out for it!
Here’s are some steps that I live by, and have to be reminded of by loving friends on days when all I
want to do is wallow in self-doubt and negativity:
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1. Feelings are normal. Be okay with feeling. There is no such thing as a wrong or negative feeling.
Validate the way you feel in the moment, acknowledge it and then move forward with what is
important to you.
2. There is no set amount of time for grieving. Do not let anyone tell you when to start or stop
grieving. Only you know when enough is enough, and it is time to move on. A healthy heart is one that
is allowed enough time to process grief (or any emotion).
3. Forgiveness of others and oneself is a key step to a healthy heart. That does not mean going back
to someone who does not respect you or treat you right, it simply means freeing your heart from the
burden of anger and grudges.
4. Let healthy people in; cut out people who aren’t. I used to think cutting people out of my Ufe was
the harshest thing I could do. But over the years, and after many painful, unhealthy relationships and
friendships, I have learned that this is part of deciding to love oneself. Healthy people encourage,
respect, love you, teU you the truth and help you to grow. Unhealthy people bring you down and
hinder any type of positive growth. (A good read: Safe People by Henry Cloud and John Townsend)
5. Do what YOU want with your body. Allowing yourself room to say no to people and things that
you know are personaUy damaging to you is a powerful thing. Harmful activities or people may seem
to fill a void in the beginning, but after a while it only wears down your heart. Everything in
moderation is a healthier way to go.
6. Have relaxing hobbies. Set aside time weekly to do whatever you are passionate about, be it
painting, hiking, or watching a favourite TV show. I found that doing something that makes me happy
a few times a week that is not work-related, and doing it alone improves self-confidence and
strengthens one emotionally. Helping others is a great hobby that not only makes others feel better but
helps your heart stay content too.
7. Be by yourself more. I surround myself with busyness daily and sometimes this busyness is to
keep me around people so I don’t feel lonely. Lately, I have seen the benefits of taking time away from
people and learning to be content on my own. It is entirely uncomfortable at first and takes time to
work up to longer periods alone, but it becomes extremely rewarding and empowering once you make
it a habit.
8. Be Mindful. Take note of your surroundings. Notice small things that make you smile. Write
things down. Be in nature. Meditate. Breathe deeply. Be in a place that requires you to be still. Take
stock of what is good in your life.
9. Be Active. Exercise at least fifteen minutes a day. It can be in the form of working out at the
gym, yoga, a short walk during lunch break, biking, a swim or anything that gets your body working.
Endorphins are released when you exercise. This chemical interacts with the pain receptors in your
brain and triggers positive feelings. It’s the body’s natural Morphine!
10. Let go of control. This is the hardest step for me. I am a perfectionist and a worrywart. Learning
that nothing in life is actually in my control has helped me work towards self-love and a healthier
outlook.
Remember that taking time to love oneself is important. All these steps require a conscious, constant
effort. No one can make the decision to nurture your heart other than yourself. It’s a beautiful,
empowering process. Begin working hard to love the most vital organ you have, and you will be
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grateful as time goes by.
“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.”
- Proverbs 4:23
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Bosnian Born
By Amanda Teeter

‘

July 30, 2014

On May 29th, visitors at Fontbonne’s campus took in vibrant artwork as they sipped Sarajevo beer and
enjoyed Bosnian hors d’ouvres at the Bosnian Bom exhibit in the art building at Fontbonne as
traditional accordian music played by Amir Selesevic and Edo Sadikovic filled the lobby. The event
drew in an impressive crowd, filling up the art studio to the point of spilling out the front door. The
exhibit displays some incredible work from talented Bosnia artists, some of which are living in Bosnia
now, some of which have come to America. They range in age, some of them having vibrant memory
of the war in Bosnia while others were only children at the time. These artists provided their work to
sell for the benefit of flood victims in the Balkan areas.

Those of us who have been at Fontbonne and witnessed the growth of the Bosnian Memory Project
over the past few years have come to expect a certain tone to these events, as so many in the past
were centered on the genocide in Bosnia, raising awareness of the tragedies of the war, displaying the
damage that was done. This was a refreshing change. While there was some focus in the speeches
delivered at the opening ceremony on the tragedy of the Bosnian genocide, rather than sticking with
an informative tone, the speakers of the night decided to highlight the other side of the tragedy - The
hope, talent, community, and bright future that sprung from it.
Speeches were made by our own Dr. Ben Moore, Director of the Bosnia Memory Project (and one of
our favorite English professors) and Sejla Holland, the creator and curator of Bosnian Bom, spoke of
the concept of hope. “What is hope?” She asked. She said that the Bosnian Bom project is a way for
us to see how the Bosnians who once didn't have a lot of hope were able to transform into the talented
artists whose work was displayed for us.
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Chinese Culture Days at Botanical Gardens
By Amanda Teeter 1 July 30, 2014
A small group of giggling teenagers gathered around a red booth, their arms already stuffed with
souvenirs. They took turns awkwardly trying to pick up Cheerios with chopsticks.

“I’m so not good at this!” One squeals as she drops the Cheerio once again, on her fifth or sixth try.
Still giggling fiercely, they walk away with consolation prizes and the memory of the simple new
experience.

People of all ages crowded the booths at Chinese Culture Days at the beautiful Missouri Botanical
Garden. The always picturesque attraction was even more so, filled with beautiful Chinese art,
dancing dragons, colorful drums, and calligraphy.

Information on many areas of Chinese culture was available. I was drawn immediately to the tent
filled with books and brochures on Chinese Buddhism, but right next to that booth, there was one for
the Saint Louis Chinese Lutheran community, where they handed out free bags advertising their
mission. At another booth, Chinese calligraphy was demonstrated, where patrons could request their
name to be written in Chinese and given to them on a slip of paper.

Several shows were available for anyone to sit in on. My personal first choice was to watch a cooking
demonstration, because food is my favorite, where we watched a Chef prepare a delicious meal of a
typical Chinese sandwich and fried rice, which we were allowed to partake in after the show. Chef
was very funny, he engaged well with the audience and cooked skillfully in his wok, though he assured
us that he usually makes a much bigger mess in his own kitchen. He is first-generation American, so
the Chinese recipes he learned from his parents, and serves at his restaurant, are really quite authentic.

The vegetable fried rice he served was the best I had ever had. His skillfully chopped fresh
vegetables, scrambled eggs and soy sauce seemed to distribute flavor so perfectly that not a single bite
was bland or the same as the next.

The parade was beautiful, each set of performers in beautiful, brightly colored costumes and dresses,
and many of them bearing a piece of glorious dragons which floated above the crowd majestically.
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Girls in Country Songs
By Amanda Teeter J July 30, 2014

Country music has always been, as my mother likes to say, "a good-ol'-boys club." As a traditionally
conservative genre, it's not a huge surprise that the country music industry remains male-dominated,
and that even when women receive the majority of fan-voted awards, radio stations still play up to ten
times as many songs recorded by men than women.
For the past few years, the trend in country music has been leaning towards what some people refer to
as "bro country." These are songs sung by men typically about enjoying a weekend or a night off with
a woman. As Urban Dictionary defines it, Bro Country: "includes some, if not all of the following:
Friday night, a girl in tight jeans, ice cold beer, a pick-up truck, a sunny day followed by some
moonlight, a watering hole, fishing, 4-wheelin', dirt roads, ball cap, working all week and possibly
church." The focal point of all of these songs is always one of three things: a truck, a girl, or a girl in a
truck.
The debate surrounding these songs, in addition to the general displeasure at the predictable nature of
them, is whether their portrayal of women is in line with the sexist tendencies of the industry itself.
Are these songwriters asserting male dominance by objectifying women and reducing them to a pair of
cut-off jeans? Or, adversely, are they paying homage to the power that a sweet, sexy woman has over
the typical American man?
This debate has been immortalized now by three female artists in two songs released on the same day.
The songs are almost identical in lyrics as they're honoring the same, very predictable genre, but their
messages are very different. The Girl in Your Truck Song by Maggie Rose is a bro song from the
female perspective - an enjoyable, upbeat romance story about a small-town girl enjoying the company
of a country boy as if she were a character in one of those popular songs of the past few years. A Girl
in a Country Song by Maddie and Tae, however, is a criticism of the genre, poking fun at the idealized
women in these songs, commenting on how cold they must be to be always in daisy dukes and bikini
tops and claiming that women in country "used to get a little respect."
While both songs may have been recorded in good fun, both upbeat, catchy tunes with lyrics that
sound more like teasing than actual satire, they bring up an interesting perspective. Maddie and Tae's
song is clearly critical of the genre while Maggie Rose's is on board with it. Which is really being more
progressive?
In my opinion, the answer is actually Maggie Rose. I believe her song does not reflect a willingness to
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be objectified, but an understanding of the difference between objectification and admiration. I fail to
see what's degrading about a man saying that the best part of his weekend is having his beautiful
girlfriend slide in next to him in his truck. While the industry itself has a long way to go, the songs, I
think, are harmless and well-intended. The girls in the Maddie and Tae song ask repeatedly if they're
allowed to get dressed yet and seem to be being held against their will "on a dirt road we don't even
want to be on", but the stars they criticize and "lyric-drop" in the song, like Luke Bryan and Jason
Aldean to name a few, are singing about relaxing with beautiful girls who enjoy the same things they
do and voluntarily present themselves as sexy, not about forcing women to wear minimal clothing and
kidnapping them to go fishing.
I think it's smart that Maggie Rose saw this opportunity to make herself a part of "bro country." As a
woman, she noticed a trend that men were monopolizing and decided that, instead of fighting it, she
would become a part of it and prove that a woman can sing about enjoying a relaxing night with a sexy
small-town boy if she chooses to do so. Instead of telling men they shouldn't sing about sex and
drinking, she told everyone, in the most obvious way, that she gets to do it, too.
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What to Watch Wednesday!: Now You See Me
By Amanda Teeter J July 30, 2014

I was talking with a colleague the other day (the same eloquent young man who brought us insightful
thoughts on Will Smith’s world-saving career last year, you can check that out here http://ow.lv
/zuC3Y) about the disturbing lack of quality magician films in this world. We found that, though the
order was different, we had the same top three favorite magician films of all time. The Prestige and
The Illusionist made the lists, but my favorite (and his third) was Now You See Me.
When it first came out last year, I thought Now You See Me was going to be a big deal. Jesse Eisenberg
and Woody Harrelson, the perfectly paired comedic duo we fell in love with in the classic Zombieland
were back together for a truly epic tale of four magicians using their skills in illusion to pull off
incredible heists and elude the authorities. How could such a concept not do well? But alas, when it
hit theaters, I felt like no one saw it. Most of my friends hadn’t heard of it, trailers on TV were scarce,
the auditoriums were near empty each of the three times I saw it, somehow it just didn’t gain the
traction it seemed bound to gain.
If you didn’t see it, you made a mistake. If you only saw it once, you messed up there too. Go rent it
right now, I’ll wait.
The movie is entertaining in every way I can imagine. The showmanship of the actors paired with a
really witty script makes the film very enjoyable to watch, filled with perfectly executed performances
and well-delivered, memorable lines. All the fun of seeing a magic show, of learning how the tricks
work, and of watching an elaborate scheme unfold in front of you is present, not to mention there’s
plenty of room for shameless ogling whether you’re into the beautiful Isla Fisher or the handsome
Dave Franco or, if you’re me, the adorable Jesse Eisenberg, but I know I’m in the minority there. (For
those of you following my columns, yes, I did just admit to being attracted to a cartoon character and
Jesse Eisenberg all in one week)
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But seriously, look at those eyes! No? Okay fine.
The Avengers ’ Mark Ruffalo plays the Agent-Scully-with-a-twist of the film, the skeptical FBI agent
who is not a sexy redhead but is determined to bring down the thieving illusionists and refuses to
acknowledge the possibility that they might be using real magic. There is an incredibly badass
“magic” fight between Ruffalo’s and Franco’s characters where Franco uses his illusions to outwit and
physically overpower the FBI. Why are you not leaving to rent this right now?
The action, though wonderful, is only a small piece of the appeal of the film, as is the subtle romance
between Henley (Fisher) and Daniel (Eisenberg). The true appeal lies in the elaborate illusions,
surprising twists, and the way in which they’re always explained thoroughly just after they mystify us.
Every twist in the film is heavily foreshadowed and intricately connected with other seemingly benign
aspects of the plot. It’s all brilliantly pieced together, making it the ideal film for a second and third
viewing. Each time I watch it I find myself catching small hints that I didn’t notice before.

All of the clues are spread throughout the film, you have to look at the big picture to figure anything
out, all solidifying the film’s recurring mantra: “The closer you look, the less you see.” It's brilliantly
put together, fun to watch, and it really makes you think.
It has its critics for a few reasons. Some feel that the few elements of "real magic" made it a little bit
silly but I think they took that too seriously, because though it's true that in the film real magic exists,
every trick we see in the film is explained as an illusion. It's beautifully done and you need to go rent
it right now.
Also Michael Caine and Morgan Freeman. I don’t need to elaborate on that, I trust you to make the
right decision.
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Now You See Me 2 is currently in pre-production. I found that out while fact-checking for this article
and just texted all of my friends.
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The Instagram Moment: Optimism and Beauty
in Social Media
By Amanda Teeter j July 31, 2014

I've never been a very regular Instagrammer until recently. Honestly, for a while, I didn't really care to
be. I was on Facebook and everything, I pinned and stumbled and tweeted to my heart's content, but
the appeal of Instagram was somehow elusive to me. What was the point of documenting every little
bit of my life in pictures when Facebook let me do it however I wanted, with a combination of
pictures, videos, words, links, whatever I needed to feel like I was saying what I wanted to say?
And then it clicked.

Get it? Like a camera? Oh, shut up, I'm hilarious.
Facebook is great, I love everything about it, but the Instagrams and Twitters and Snapchats of the
world, the platforms with more limitations, are like the form poetry of social media. Put a writer in a
box and sometimes you can end up with something far more beautiful than a free verse poem. Put a
social media user in a box, and you get a really strategic snapshot of whatever little piece of their lives
they want to share with you - be it in a single image or 140 characters.
A lot of people criticize our generation's need to document every little bit of our lives but I think if
you're a witty and creative individual, it's kind of a beautiful compulsion. This idea that we have
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stories to tell, that there's something to be said about every experience, that there's a beautiful picture
to capture everywhere we go, that's the most optimistic way to look at life- to squeeze every ounce of
value and artistic interpretation out of our everyday lives and turn it into this beautiful, shareable
thing.
Maybe it's a stretch to call our Instagram and Facebook profiles works of art, but in a way, that's how I
see them. I see them as little artistic interpretations of our own lives, summaries of ourselves and what
we want people to know about us. If you scroll through my facebook, just from yesterday, you'd find
an article I wrote, a beautiful blog post a friend wrote and my thoughts on it, my philosophical views
on an interesting video I saw, and some pictures of me and one of my best friends on a "mini
adventure" which entailed dinner at Fitz's, bacon- and peanut butter-flavored novelty sodas at Rocket
Fizz and then drinks at our favorite karaoke bar. In one days' posts I show that I'm an adventurer, a
reader, a writer, and a critical thinker. And that I'm willing to drink half of a bacon-flavored soda.
Of course social media is a persona in a way, but I think it encourages us to make our lives more
recordable. Even if that encouragement is only subconscious, I believe that somewhere in our minds
we plan our days thinking "I want to do something worth tweeting about." I think, if used correctly,
social media could serve as an incentive to have more adventures and live a more exciting life.
Conversely, it's a tool for finding the excitement in your everyday life. Instagram, effectively, is a
public journal of all the most beautiful moments that you saw fit to record. Think of the implications
of that. If a creative individual chose to compile a journal of photographs, at least one from each day
for a month, of the most beautiful things they saw all day, that would encourage creative thinking,
force her to see the beauty in the world, to look actively for it, and to show it off could inspire others.
Instagram is a simple way to do exactly that. So you're sitting in a hospital waiting room all day? That
sucks, but that cup of coffee you had really made you happy and the colors looked beautiful on that
table. You're commuting for another monotonous day at work? Well, yeah, but the leaves are
changing and it's so worth snapping a picture while you're stuck at a red light. Find the beautiful
embedded in the mundane.
When we're looking for Instagram moments, maybe we're programming our minds to see things more
beautifully and find the mini work of art in our daily grind. When we take a selfie, maybe we're
forcing ourselves to feel confident in our appearances, at least from one angle. When we tweet,
maybe we're challenging ourselves to leam to be witty and concise. And when we post on Facebook,
maybe we're teaching ourselves that our lives are worth documenting, that our minds are full and our
time is well-occupied. Maybe social media is the perfect creative release.
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^hrowback Thursday!: Hilary Duff
By Amanda Teeter J July 31, 2014

I had four large Hilary Duff posters on my walls when I was a young teenager. I had her self-titled
CD, her Metamorphosis CD and the moment they came out, I bought her Most Wanted and Dignity
CDs. I also had the soundtrack to Raise Your Voice, The Lizzie McGuire Movie, and A Cinderella
Story, and her live Girl Can Rock concert DVD. I also owned heavily-watched copies of the three
aforementioned films, as well as Cheaper By The Dozen, The Perfect Man, and Agent Cody Banks. I
loved her.
Well, okay, I love her. Present tense. I'm still thirteen when I listen to So Yesterday or Come Clean
and I would never give up that feeling. Every ipod I have ever owned has inherited at least the
highlights of her discography. I even read Elixir, the book she wrote, an interesting YA romance
about a girl and her ageless soul mate who has loved her in each of her five reincarnations. It was fun.
That's why, when Hilary Duff released her first new single in seven years on Tuesday, the teenager
inside me started flipping out.
I always loved the simple innocence of Duffs music which spoke to me as a teenager because of the
simple innocence of my lifestyle at the time. I was a good girl just trying to get by, do the right thing,
and fall in love every now and then. Hilary Duffs music and movies projected exactly that same
thing. Now, as an adult, I'm not always the same innocent teenager I was back then, but the message
still resonates with me. Regardless of the struggles I've been through or bad choices I've made, I still
try to do the right thing and the uplifting messages of her girly teen-pop songs will always remind me
of that.
Since Duff is now 27 and a mom, I expected her style to be much different than it was seven years
ago, but while the content has changed, the message is the same. That upbeat, girl-pop feel is still
present only now, instead of singing about the transformation of a girl into a young woman, she's
singing about the balance between a responsible work life and leisure. Her new song, Chasing the Sun
is about a girl who is overwhelmed with work and dreaming of having fun. The sound is the same,
but now Hilary and I are grown up, and we're still defiantly rocking out to our girly pop hits together.
I'm so excited for the new album, and I can't wait to listen to the whole CD. It's going to be amazing,
and I'm excited to have an artist with that simple, innocent, upbeat, feminine vibe singing about things
that I can relate to as an adult. Thanks for coming back, Hilary! Who knows, maybe we'll be rocking
out to bouncy hits about orthopaedic shoes together someday - I'll still be listening, I promise!

1 of 1

9/4/2014 11:00 AM

Fontbanner - Throwback Thursday!: Happy Birthday, Harry Potter

http://fontbanner.fontborme.edu/index.php/stories/coinments/throwbac...

Throwback Thursday!: Happy Birthday, Harry
Potter
By Amanda Teeter J July 31, 2014

Harry Potter is a gateway drug.
I haven’t stopped reading in fourteen years now. I have dabbled in every genre from horror to
romance and, I regret to admit, even the occasional fanfiction.
I need help.

I became enamored with Harry when I was eight years old, making me a very unique individual. Just
kidding. I was part of a world-wide trend, one of a million kids who, if given the choice, would lie
starved and parched in one spot for hours before surrendering their copy of The Sorceror’s Stone. It
was the book that made me love books.
I’ve read them eight times.
Each time, at each stage in my life, these books meant something so different to me and I hope to keep
rereading and finding more out as I grow.
The first time I read them I decided to be a writer. Only the first three were out back then, and the
fourth came out before I finished all three. I was a slow reader back then, I was eight, but I let the
world of Quidditch and Chocolate Frogs envelop me until it was more real to me than anything else.
The power of the story was fascinating to me, it was the first time I discovered that a book could mean
so much, could mean an escape and a friend when there was nothing else to turn to. Physically, I
spent most days curled up in a hospital waiting room while my sister was sick, but really I was in a
castle, away at school learning to cast spells and protecting the muggles and muggle-boms of the world
from the would-be magical dictator Lord Voldemort. As a kid, Harry Potter meant adventure and the
possibility of being exceptional. These were things I needed to believe in. I fell in love with reading,
because now I was an expert now on everything from Grindylows to mass genocide.
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As I got older, though, the meaning was even more powerful. As a teenager, the allegory against
racism and prejudice of all kinds had so much resonance with me. The characters went through the
struggles of adolescence with me and gave me hope that I could make it through if they could do it
while fighting Death Eaters and playing high school sports that could literally kill you. Hermione gave
me the confidence to be smart and powerful even if it was off-putting to other people because your
true friends, the Harrys and Rons of your life, will value your strengths even when others recoil in
distaste or jealousy.
I thought as I became an adult, I would relate less to these books, but honestly that hasn’t proven true.
I may not relate to the “golden trio” quite as much, but the belief in the extraordinary- in magic,
justice, love, and true goodness- has more meaning to me now than it did before. As a child, it’s easy
to believe in these things. Later, it got hard sometimes.
As I grew, that message of love stood out more and more. It was more powerful than magic.
Voldemort couldn’t kill Harry because he was protected by his mother’s love. The source of all the
bad that happened in the story came from Voldemort’s inability to love. It sounds kind of hippie and
silly but it made so much sense and remained so simple.
Love fixes stuff.
You can’t force someone else to change with love, but you can let love transform you. Like Snape
did. By the end of the seventh book, and especially upon my later readings, Snape’s storyline became
the single most important one to me. We never knew whose side he was on, he was constantly
destroying this love/hate, good/evil binary system because he always seemed to be on both sides. And
in the end he was. He hated Harry for what he symbolized- everything he had ever lost. He was the
eyes of the woman he loved embedded in the visage of the man he hated. But it turned out that since
the beginning, he had let his love for Lilly override that hate. He had been too late, of course, but that
made it more powerful. He devoted his life to love after he had nothing left to gain.
The message resonated with me and made me believe in love when love was hard to believe in, in
magic when everything felt monotonous and empty, and in having adventures, if only in our minds.
Even if it’s only with a book. A book is enough.
So, happy 34th birthday, Harry. Thanks for the magic and stuff.

2 of 2

9/4/2014 11:00 AM

